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TEFECIAL TELEGRAN TO THE DISTATCH.]
HARuISBUEG, Jauvary L—When the

Legislature convened to-day the following

message from Governor Beaver was read.

1t 15 given in full below:

T the Seaate and House of Representatives of the
Cummsonweaith ol Penusylvanis:
GENTLEMEX—Y ou comeo together under fa-

vorable nuspices. The Commonwealth pros

pers. Her population increases. Her wvote at
the last general election aggregated within

1,700 of Lu0n,000, being about 100,600 in exeess of

the vote at any thine previonsly cast. This vate,

measured by the standand of 18%), would indi-
cate a population approsunating, if nol quite

egqual to, 5,000,000,

Plenty crowns the year which has just closed.

Agtleniture bas been rewarded Ly genetous re-

turns from the soil, iu greater degree than n

several vears past. The output of our mines
has steadily increased. We onsily hold our
Place wm tholfront rank of the producers of conl
and iron. The busy bum of mdustry has indi-

cated the content of employment, even if manu-
facturers have beon demied & fairly profitable

return,  Internal amd inter-Siate commerce
sliow increased amd incressing tonnage, and
pive omploymaent to constantly increasing vum-
bers. Tue growth of our rmailrovd system,
aithough chevked in some directions, has been |
bealihy and vigorous cisewhere, and has
tended to the de velopeuent of our vast resources

hers ofure untonched. New territory for the
production of oil and natural zas has been dis-
covered and opened up. The utilization of
b ¥ ul gas and of the vast accumnlations of
< tbe anthracite coal regions, and the
developuent of new bituminons coal Helds in
several parts of the State. have proved of great
ndvaniare 1o our manulacturing industries in
all portiens of the Commenwealth and offer
supenor attractions (o those desiring to iocate
new wanufacturing industries, especially snch
as relute to the manafacture of iron and the
producis thoreof.
COMMENDABLE ENTERPRISE
The vigorons growth and healthy develop-

ment ol the swaller cities, Indicated by in-
creased attention to the paving of streets and
the iutroduction of eleciric molor and horse

rallways, ure evidences ol general thrift and
commendable enterprise,

Iodusirial thrift has been but slighty re-
tarded by wirikes and lockouts. destructive
alike to nll the interests affeoted thereby, and
an increasing disposition between the woage-
earner and the wage payer toconsult belore
dilferences arise, and to arbitrate alter they
have ansen, gives promise of wore satisfactory
resalts in thus direetion in the future.

It is hoped that the era of depression in
{\r::}.m waich has prevailed for several years,
1as reachoed low-water mark, and it is confi-
dently believed that the outlook for more prom-
falng resalts Jor indosirial und commercial en-
TATPrise is enconraging.

You cowe, thercfore, to the dmwcharge of

your duties as the promotors and conservators
of the public welfure at o goodly thme.
It is not intended by this briel survey to con-

veyr the impression that there are no evils to
reinedy and no benefits to be conferred upon
the people of the Commonweaith by their
cliosen representatives in General Assembly
teet, O the contrary, the favorable condition
of affairs which confronts you will enable you

o give intelligent and serions aitention to |
many subjects of internal policy and coucern 1

which have long denanded :‘.pgrnpnate legis.
lation. You ure solely responsible for the laws
which are esacted. You come fresh from
your several constituencies with a knowledge
of their wauts and desires. You are 1o meot
thme wants and gratly those desires, so far as
the Uonstitution, vour own good jndguent, the
best interests of the whole people sud the re-
sonrees of the Commonwealth will allow. Itis
not the intention nor is it the desire, of the
Exevutive 1o interfere in_any way with your
functions us tawisakers, It i« his intention to
coutine himsell swrictly to the constitutional
command that, “He shaill from time to time
give to the General Asxembly information of

the state of the Commouwealth, and recom. |

mend to their conshieration such measures as
hie may judge expedient”

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS.

Your immediate predecessors. by two several
joint resolutions, took the first step in sub-

mitting to & vote of the people amendmen;s to |
tke Constitution of the Commonwealth: the |

first of said resolntions, approved the 10th day
of February, 185, preposing to prohiblt by
constitutional enactment the manufactare,
saie, or keeping for sale, of any intoxicating
Liquor to be used as a beverage; and the second
providing for the amendment of the first sec-
tion of the ei~lith article of the Conssitution
relating to suffrage, abolishing the payment of
Binx as a qualificition fer voting, reducing
the minimum residence in the district where
the elector offers 1o vote from 2 months to 50

days, aml extending the suffrage to eoitizens
actuslly engazed in military service and to the |
fuiEtes of anv home for disabled soldiers anad
“JOF in the district where said BMome fs lo-
catied.

In regard to the first of these resolutions, it
may be confideniy said that very many people
of th

. They should have opportunity so to
4 in order that such an opportunity may
orded, 41 a time when no other considera-
tion than the direct question involved can biss

the mind, it is reoommended that the resolution | P

b passed by the present Legislature as earlyas
Pessibie, and that u tine be fixed for a special
election—qy in the month of May or June—at
which the people muy record their verdict
therenpon,

The pmendment pronosed in the second of
Rald resolutions seems to meot with general ap-
proval, and might be sulanitted at the same
time. Neither of these subjects has any parti-
san palitical significance, and they should
therelore be considered and determined solely
upon their merite.  This, i1 is believed, can be
best dore when no other subject is before the
prople, and io advance of the nominating con-
vendions which shall name candidatesto be
voted for at the general election in November.

APPEOPRIATIONS AND REVENUE

At the close of the Legislature in 1887 there

remained at the office of the Secretary of the

Commonwealth for Executive action nearly 8%
bLills and resolutions. Thesp included the
major part of the appropriation wils of the
session. A careful aggregation of all the ap-

propriations made, together with the fixed

charges and expenses provided by law, the de-
partmental expenses arising under the sched.
ules and the estumated amoant of the sinking
funa as fixed by the Constitution and laws
amountad to nearly §17,000,000,

The estimated reveunes from all gources, ae-
cording to the experionce and judgment of
those best qualified to make an estimate, were
Jes< than $La 000,000,

This condition of things tmposed upon the
Executive the necessityof bringing the income
and outgo of the treasnry for the two years,
irom the ls:of June 1887, to the 1stof June,
180, ns mearly ae poksible togethor, The rey-
enties could mot be inoreased. The remeds,
and the only remedy, therefore, was to le
fonnd in decreasing the expenditores, or rather
irr'wﬂtln: the nocessity of expenditure, by
Executive interference. This was found to be
a difficalt thing to do. The grest wajority of
the aporopriations were well considered and
neoessary, and avpealed to the judement
and, in many cases, Lo the sympathy of the Ex-
ecatve. The aporopriutions were all enrefully
tabnlated and apnlyzed, and, after z!;omugh!_\r
studsing them, It was determined, first of all,
thattwo objectsin which the executive had
token & deep personal interest mnst be
sacrifiond, These were the erection of & new
exreutive building. and the remodeling of the
legielutive buliding (for which appropriation
hiad been made by the Lecislature) and the
provision for new and enlarged quarters for
the Honse of Refuge in Philsielphin, The
item providing for the repair of the executive
mansion would have shared the same tate but
for the fact that the plans bad all been pro-
pured and the work sctually commenced be-
fore the mecessity for such action became
apparent.

Many of the appropriations siinply expressed |

the legal obligations of the Commenwealth.
These could not be interfered with. © .r
#luea jonal and charitable institations were to
be maintained at all hasards. The general
}wtn-.:tple which governed in limiting or reduc-
ng appropriations by ve action was
therefore, o strike ont such ftems as provided
for pew buildings and the payment pre-ex.
sting obligations. In no single instance, so far
&% it is now recalled, was the provision for tbe
runming expenses of any of emr hospitals
thronghbout the Siate constitutionally entitled
o &id, serionsly jnterfered with,

THAT REVESNTE BILL.
The bill to revies, amend, and consolidate the
several revenue faws of this Commonwealth,

which inposed taxes upen personal property
and upon bunks, corporations, limited partner-
#bhips, bavkers and brokers, known as House

¢ Comwerwealth desine to vote directly |

that at the time the House of Representatives
adjonrned. after the signing of the bill by the
Speaker, the Bepate was not in session, 1t was
believed, therefore, that the messenger had
aken the Ll from the House te the office of
the Secretary of the Counmonwesalth without
| having first carried it to the Senate. Be that

as it may, it was very clear that the bill iacked

nuu‘of the e-u:iti%‘ luuue‘lml of a hYg';l a‘l;g

conld not signed promu

as such, ulquanl investigation of the sub-

ject apd the action of the courts, since an-

pnounced, lead to the belief that it was perhaps
| well for the general inter of the Common
| wealth that the bill did alaw., Itis

not believed now by those who are best quali-

fied to judge that the bill, as would

meet present rtquimmm% in lh ing the reve-

nues necessary to provide for the necessary ex-
| penditures of the Commonwealth,

REVEXTE COMMISSION,
In accordance with the provisions of the con-
current resolution, approved the 1ith day of
February, 185, Hon. Henry W. Palmer, Hon,
| dJeroms. B, Niles and Hon. Christopher Hey-
| drick were appointed by the President pro temn
| of she Senate, seven Representatives appointed

by the Speaker of the House, the Aunditor Gen-
| eral. the State Tr , the Presid pro

tem of the Senate and the Speaker of the
| Honse, a8 a *“Commission torevise the rev-
cnue laws of the Commonwealth and report
the rosult of their action by bill or otherwise to
the next or special session of the Legislatare,
and, if practicable, to report a digest of all the
State revenue laws for public information.”
This Ca fssi held rep I meet:ngsdur-
ing the year 1857, and made a repors whach,
with the bill prepared by them entitied *-An
act to revise, amend and consolidate the sev-
eral revepue faws of this Commonwealih;
witich 1mposes tnxes upon personal property
and upon coperations, companies, associations,
! limated partberships, banks, bankers and
bruke:s,” i= herewith trausmitted. There are
some sdmirable features in the bill as pro-
posed, andif it could be put into immediate
operation, with such amendments ss & later
experience would indicate to be desirable, it
would doubtless constitute the {oundation of &
wise and comprebensive revenne systent.

Without discus either of tie measures
above referred to, it may be stated nsasafe
Eeneral proposition, that the less interference
with our extstjngd revenue laws, excepling to
remedy certain defects pointed out by the
enurts in recent decisions, and 1o extend the
operation of the law so as to bring within its
gmsp all personal property intended to be
taxed under existing legislation and the require
ments of the constitution, the better it will be
tor the revenues of the Commonwealith and
other interesis which seriously complain of
burdens too great to be borne.

The geaeral revenoe actof the 7th of Jane,
157¥, with the supplements thereto, having al-
| ready received judicial interpretation in vari-
| ons ways may perbaps better be adherea to

fhan to risk the enaciment of an entirely new
| Inw whose tundswnental principles might not

receive the sanction of judical interpretation,

If what is known as the capital stock tax

were  levied wupon the actual wvalue

of the stock taxed, instead of wunder
the duel arrangement provided in the second
section of the above act referred to, and if
what is known as the loans tax were levied
upon the actual value of the securities songht
to be taxed, wany of the diffienlties complained
of and which are pow undergoing judicial ex-
amination might, it is beliaved, ha::gilr re-
moved and our revennes rendered much more
stable, with a chance for increase rather than
| decrease.

A TAX SUGGESTION,

The expenses connected with the collection
| of what isknown as the personal property tax
are onerous, and their adjudication gives rise
o much labor, annoyance and sometimes dis-
satisfaction to the autbority making the col-

lection. Itisbelieved that if this tax were
divided so as to give | mill thereof to the mu-
nicipality making the collection, In lieu of all
expeuses connected therewith, much difficalty
would be obviated, more revenne would be re-
celved by the Commonwealth, and an induce-
ment held out to the local asuthority making
the collection to bring within the grasp of the
law much propsrty which at i escapes
taxation. This subject deserves careful con-
sideration at yvour hands.

The Lerislature has, at different times and
in various ways, attempled to exempt ecertain
| classes of property from the general operation
| of our revenue laws. The Coustitution ex-

pressly limits the power of the Legielatare in

this dircetion: specfically enumerates the prop-

erty which it may, by gencral laws, exempt
| from taxation, and provides in the second sec-
| tion of the ninth article that “all Iaws exempt-
| ing property from taxation, other than the
property above enumerate shall be void,”

What is property? A plain, simple, com-
mon-sense answer to this qoestion will un-
doubtedly point out the highway which the
Legisiatdre must follow in dealing with the
whole subject of reveone, if the plain intent
of the Constitution is to be obeyed. The ex-
emplions heretofore attempted have bean made
| mot only without autbority, but are, the Con-
| stitution &ays, absolutely vold. If, in addi-

tion to the simple changes in the act

of IE0 above referred to, provision
were mnde for the collection of taxes
irom these several species of property
| declared to be exempt by the Legislature, and
such as are in effect pxe:upt because not men-
tioned jp existing legislation, we would have
ample revenue for all the ordinary purposes of
| the Commonwe:nlth, and coula extend yet fur-
ther in dufferent directivos the ngrropriations
which tend to the immediate relief o. the real
estate of onr citizens. Let the full and fair in-
tent of the Constitution be carried outin the
direction indicated, with no more than the
resent moderate rate of taxation provided for
in existing laws, and it 18 believed that im-
mediate relief woald be e ienced by those
who rightfully complain of burdensome local
taxation. A general inquiry addressea to all
the cities and  conntles of the Commonwealth
hns elivitea the knowiedge of a condition of
affairs. so far as local taxation is concerned,
which will be as great a surprise, no
doubt, to the Legislature as it was to
the Executive, The real estate of the Com-
monwealti is taxed in the various cities and
counties thereof At rates varying from 60 mills,
which is protably the hl?nm.te 12 mills, which
is probably the lowest. The Iighest rate, un-
fortunately, prevails in those counties where
the peu;;lem least able to bearit. Admit-
ting, as it probably should be admitted, that
the assessment i8 made st little more than half
the value of the real estate assessed in many
localities, it is nevertheless true that we are al-
lorln[i. under our nut laws, the taxation of
those least able to such a burden st the
rate of from 6 to M mills upon every dollar's
worth of value, while we are allewing millions
of corporate property to escape taxation alto-
gether, and hwposing upon personal property,
which yields greater returng than real estate,
only from ono-balf to one-tenth of the burden
of taxatics borme by the latter. Is it not,
therefore, true that our farming population
and the owners of modest homesteads have a
nght to complain? Isitnot aiso true that, in
our efforts to prevent money from seeking in-
vestuicnt outside of the Commonwealth, we are
driving men from home? Men are more essepn.
tial to the life of the Commonwealth than
money. They can make money, but money can
never make men.
| FPRESEXT CONDITION OF THE REVENTE,

You will lezrn from the report of the Atror-

ney General, as you have doabtless heretofore

learned from the public prints, that the Su-
preme Court of the United Btates, in several
wellconsulered oploions—two of them in cases
romoved from our own courts—has deeided
that what is known as the gross receipts tax,gn
faratleast as it relates to commerce carried
throngh this State, from another State into
this State, or from this State into another
Siate, is not subject to taxation, being an in-
terierence with commerce between the States,
and therefore in violation of the Constitution,
This decision hae very seriously crinpled onr
revennes during the last two years, the loss
for the present year amounting to auout §¥i,-
000, This loss threatened serious disturbanee
to the treasury and its ability to meet or-
dinary obligations. Thanks to the eficient and
energetic administration of the Aunditor Gen-
erel’s office aud the active co-operation of the
Attorney General's office, and throngh the
forbearance of the officers intrusied
with the =athority to draw warrants
upon  she Treasurer. mo proper demand
backed by a *egal warrant has been ignored or
postponed k2 the Treasurer. In doing this,
however, it must be remarked that all our re.
serves have been exhuusted. Ubnsettled cases
‘ uponthe books of the Auditor General have been

ressed to settlement or collection, and it is be.

ioved that there are not as much as §25,000 of
| unsetled claims annduag in the Auditor
| General'soffice. At notime durmgtheiast year
. has there been any diversion from the general to
| the sizking fund, by reason nf:&agluuin
| the treasury st the ead of a:‘yqnumbch;h
| excess of the amount required by law,

A CHANCE FOR REFORM.

. It will be observed that in the state-
| ment, taken from the books of the Treasurer,
there are sundry dtems of
interest bearing debt and
loans, upon interest
which appear in the
year to year, and which are carried upon the

lic debt is present] 8, except by and
with the wﬂmt, epf‘ lmlul?n thereof,
The balance of the 5 per cent loan,
authorized by met of 20th  of Mareh,
187, amounting to  S1480, can
bae paid in accordance with theterms thereof in
tho year 1892  The cash balance in the sink
fund and the bonds of the United Btates hel
therein, which ean be sold at any time, are
more than sufficient to pay this balance now.
commissioners of sinking fund have

endeavored to purchase these bonds by paying
& ressonable premium therefor, but many are
beld by trustees and conservative individuals
to whom the premium Is no inducement to sell,
and their efforts in this direction seem to have
accomplisbied all that i8 at present attainable.
It is difficult upon any known business princi-
ples, to aceount tor the fact of the of the
holder=s of these bonds to accept the full face
value thereol with 8§ omr cent premium, in
viewof the certaintyof paymentsome three
years hence, but such is the fact, ond its exist-
ence is at least gratifying as showing the esti-
mation in which the obligations of the Coo-
munweaith are held by investors. For the de-
tails of the operations of the sinking fun
showing bonds purchased and premiums pai
therefsr, you are respectfully referred to th
report of the Commissioners.

t may be well, before passing to another sub-

L]

ect, tn record the fact of the passage by both
1ouses of Congress, by decided majorities, of
what is known as the “Direct Tax Bill." The

effect of this blILIf it should become a law, will
be to return to Pennsylvania nearly a million
and three.quarters of dollars, which amount
was retained by the Government of the United
States out of a elaim adjudicated by her own
accounting officers for cxpenditures made by
the State 1n ralsing and equipping troops f:é
service of the United States. It constitut
the quota of Pennsylvama of a direct tax
levied upon all the Stutes by act of Congress.
Bome of the States never having paid their
quota of sald tax. the return without interest.
to such as did their duty, of the amount

by them respectively, would seem to be so ob-
viously just and proper that it is difficalt to un-
derstand why it was not done long ago. The
Senators and Representatives in Congress from
Pennaylvania are entitled to the com.henda-
tion of their constituenis for their zeai In sery-
:.::‘I: ﬂ: interests of the Commonwealth in this

:

THE QUESTION OF EDUCATION.

No subject which relates to the future wel-
fare of the Commonwealth, can more profit-
ably engage the attention of the Legislature
than that which concerns the care and culture
of the young of the present and succeeding
generations. We stand to-day apparently at
the partang of two ways, so far as the general
subject of education is concerned. Pennsylva-
nia, so far as her school system §s concerned,
occupies a place which makes it easy for her to
take the lead in the direction of practical eda-
cation. The Legislature at its last session an-
thorizsed and requested the Governor, by a
concurrent resolution approved the 19:h day of
May, 1857, to appoint “u4 commission, consisting
of not more than five persons, citizens of this
Commonwealth, to make inguiry and report
to the Legisiature at its nextsesslon, by biil or
otherwise, respecting the suliject of industrial
education, inclnding an examination of the ex-
tent 1o which it is already carried on in Penn-
gvlvania and elsewlhere; the best means of pro-
moting it in_ i several prades, whether by
State or local action alone, or by both com-
bined: how far it is posssible or desirable to in-
corporate it into the existing system of pubiic
instroction; the best methods of training teach-
er for such schouls or departments, and what
changes if any are required in the existing sys-
tem of normal schonls to enable them to pro-
vide such tralniug. or to meet more fully the
needs of the system of public instruction as
uow orgauized in the State, with such other in-
quiries as the cowmission may itself institute
-‘.-arL be“requested by the Governor to under-

ce

1o accordance with the authority and rr-l.il.::m
of this resolution, George W. Atherton, D.,
A. H. Fetterolf, Ph. D,, Prof. N. C. Shaeffer,
Prof. George J. Luckey and Colonel Theodore
W. Bean were npyomud to serve uponsaid
commission, which has been since popularly
known as the Indusirial Eidpcation Commis-
sion, Their work, i1t is believed, bas been
thorouglily and conscientiously done. By ob-
servations in several parts of Europe and
throughout this country they have brought
together a mass of material, which, when pre-
sented to the Legislature will, it is balieved,
constitute the best body of practical informa-
tion upon this subject which bas yet been col-
lected. Their report has not yet been handed
to the Exceutive. He has been, however, suf-
fiviently apprised ot the work of the commis-
slon and has kept pace with it to such an
extent as to be able to form a general impres-
gion as to the work done and the outline recom-
mended and proposed, and to state his heart
accord with the work of the commission, an
W recowmend that work to the careful con-
sidoration and liberal support of the Legisla-
ture,

INDUSTRIAL MANUAL TRAINING

must be carefully distingnished from the train-
ing of trydes schools. It may be doubted
whether or not the Legislature has power,
under the Coustitution, to provide for the
tradning of tradesmen in any particular eallin}y’
There can, however, be no special or class
legiglation in that kind of trajuimg which edu-
cates the eye and the band of every boy anud
girl in the Commonwealth, so that they can be
applizd to the practical demanus of life when
their schiool days are over. The alphabet of
the straight line, the angle and the curve, is
just as essential to a training for usefulness
as the ordinary alphabet through which we
express our thoughis in words, The education
of tue hand, so that it can be applied dexter-
onsly to the practical work which comes to
every man in solving the problem of life, is
just us important as use knowledge of arith-
metic which is :.]dphed in #0 many different
ways by those who € acquainted with its
rudiiments in onr public schools. Your im-
mediate predecessors extended the minimum of
the school year to six momths, This 1

perhaps, as, far as it would be wel
to go in this direction. The im-

to-day is not more time for school, but more in-
struction in such branches as tend to fit men and
women for their legitimate place in practical
everyday life. The proposition is apparently a
safe one, which declares that the common
schools of the Commonwealth ought to teach
evemhi‘? which her boysand girls ought to
know. ten children are to be educated, gne
shouid not receive an education at the expense
of the nine. This prineiple earried into practice
muy, and probably will, reduce the advanced
curriculom of some of our high schools, but it
will certamly broaden the foundations of onr

educational system. I weare to attempt any--

thing like & geveral introduction of waunual
training in the sclioolsin the near future, we
must first teach the teachers To o this, our
normal schools must be prepared in equipment
and instructing force for the demands
which will be made upon them. Some of
them are already anticipating this demand,
and are putting into operation, in a moderate,
tentative way, a system of industrial training
for their scholurs who are tobe the futore
teachers of our schiools, The ability to do this
shouid be placed in the havds of all our normal
srhools a8 fast ns they are raad{ Lo carry the
sysiem into practical effect. Itis a great mis-
take to suppose that this will wre la
buildings and expensive outfits. Allthat is de-
sirable in this direction cannot be accomplished
in asingle yesr,and it is therefore recom-
mended that reasonable appropriations for this
specitic purpose be made to each and all of our
normal schools if it should be deemed wise to
begin such training at once,

THE NORMAL SCHOOLS,

There exist, under the law regulating their
organizgation, 18 Normal School districts
Eleven such schools have been heretofore

recognized in aceordance with the provisions of
the act of Assemibly. The twelfth, lately
erected at Centerville, in the Eleventh district
is now awaiting recognition, leaving only the
Fourth district withont a school of its own,
belonging to the Central St
I’EETEEE ‘grnt;g:ul lilﬁlntg At Lo:k (l:frven, in tatt:
Elghth district, bave lately been destroyed by
fire. 1tis understood that they were ially
insured, that the schiool is being conducted in
buildings temporarily rented for thep
and that the gchool buildings will be rebuilt at
an early day. It is probable that State aid will
be songht accomplishing this object, and
within proper limits such aid should probably
be exiended.
It is too late at this day to discuss the pro-
Schools. What we

of fewer No

ve should be ed and fitted for
doing thorough work. In addition to the in-
e Fen
th course o a
knowledge of the fundamental law of mmu
and nation, sud of the duties of citizenship,

should be msisted upon as a necessary part of
the equ of every teacher in the Com-
monwealih,

The efficiency of our schools and the heatth
of the children gathered there, depend ve
larmu!; upon the construction of onr school
butldings. In many cises no architeet is em-

and no attention paid to, or provision

for the heathful heating aud ventilution

of the school room. This s & subject of vital
Importance, the practical difficulty of which is

An effort is now being made to secure, at the
port of Philadelphia, a schoolship, ander the
provisions of an act of Congress, upon which
boys can be trained in the arts and sciences re-
laung to pavigation and cal seamansbip.
The Government of the United States, under
the provisions of the law before mentioned,
furnishes the ship and the officers to command
it and give the necessary instruction, but the
officers detailea for this purposs are paid by
the Government only what s known as “‘short
fnlr"’ The difference between such pay and

ull, or pay upon the sctive list, must bo made
up in some other way. Your attention will
doubtless be directed tothis subject by the in-
troduction of a bill providing for a mixed com-
mission to manage the ship, and fora moderate
appropriation towsrd the ex of maintain-
ingit. Inasmuch as the boys from all parts of
the Commonwealth will be admit to the
ship, so far as its accommodations will allow, it
wnudmwbeapr’:ﬁermpjm of expendi
ture, and it is cordially commended to ¥
eareful consideration if no constitutional diffi-

culty interferes.

The desirability of the founding of mining
sehnols, has been brought to the at-
tention of the Executive in various ways, with
the evident expectation that somezhing can be
dulna by generul legislation to ald in their estab-

yment. .

The life of the miner is attended with extra-
ordinary hazards. His work is essential to the
full development of the resources of the Com-
monwgalth, It involves, more than in ordinary
employments, s mttg} knowledge of geology,
chemistry, physies and Kindred scieness, and
the science aud art of nqamf engineering. 1f
anyth can be dons ‘which wonld brin
within the reach of this deserving class an
ucation suited to their noeds, without, in 8o
doing, violating the spirit of the Constitution,
as to special or elass legislation, it would be
well to consider the subject, and make such
provision as, in your om, may seemn meet.

The whole subject of spevial schools for the
training of ® al classes is one of great deli-
cacy and dificalty, and, in view of the difficul-
ties which beset usin the consideration of the
subject, the munificence of one of the citizens
of Pennsylvania, in providing an institution,
lately founded, for a school of this character,
is to be noted with approbation, Isaiah V.
Williamson, of the. city of Philadelphia, has
lutely conveyed to a board of trustees property
valued at several millions of dollars for the
establishment of the “Williamson Free School
of Mechanical ea."

It is difficult to estimate the value, in actual
dollars and cents, to the Commonwealth, as
well as to the individual education therein, of
such a foundation, It points the way for others,
and may be the only solution of & problem, the
result of which, however desirable, must never-
theless be worked out under and in vbedience
to the provisions of our Constitution,

BOLDIERS ORPHANS' SCHOOLS,

Closely aliied to the general subject of edu-
cation, is that of the care and edncation of the
childréen gathered in our soldiers orphans’
schools.

As you are doubtless aware, & proviso of the
firstsection of the Act of 24 June, 1857, provided
for the expenses of the said schools, enacts
that—

“No admission sball be granted to any of the
soldiers orphans’ schools or homes af er June
1, 1857, and that all schools or homes sball close
and all children be discharged from sald inste-
tutions on June 1, 1580."

This proviso does not reflect the views of the
Execotive. 1t was not such an item, however,
as he is authorized under the Constitution to
disapprove, and it was allowed to stand be-
canse the disapproval of it necessarily involved
the disapproval of the entire bill. In addition
to this, the subject was ono over which the
Legislature had control, and the Executive
felt bound by his own ruie to give full scope to
the enactments of the Legislature made in ac-
cordance with the Constitution; it was, more-
over, believed that the slature may only
bave intended to provide for the care edu-
cation of thess children in some other way
than that pointed out by the law under which
the present schools are orgamized. The gen-
eral tenor of the Constitution is against appro-
priations for this purpose; but there is in the
nineteenth section of the third article a specinl
provision, hereby the General Assembly is
authorized to make appropriations of monay to
institutions where the widows of soldiers are
supported or assisted, or the orphans of soldlers
are maintained end educated.

On the 1st of June, 1590, there will be left un-
der the care of the State, and undergoing edu-
cation in her soldiers' orphan schools, 1,540
children, whose ages will range atthat date
from3to 15 z‘-nr:. Forty-five of them will be 8
yeurs old and under, and 367 of them 15 years of

age,
?; is believed that the people of the Commone

wealth expect and intend that these children
shall be maintained at their exs)enu. How
shall this be done, if done at all? It is possible
that the very youny children may be able to
secure bomes as allowed under existing laws;
the remainder conld be cared forin e:lsn'gg
schiools, the number thereof being diminish

year by year until, say in June, 1505, anly so
many children would remain as could be easily
transferred to and cared for in homes which are
esiablished and condueted by churches or char-

itable organizations. This would be a simple
aod essy modue of disposing of the children al-
ready under the cara of the Commonwealth,

A DIFFICULT PROBLEM.

Demand is maae, however, in many quarters
for the reopening of the doors of thesa schools,
so that the children of deserving wmen, who
served their country faithifully and have since
died, might be admitted to the same privileges
which have been enjoyed by those who were
left in like condition in former years. Itis
difficuls to see why any distinction should be
made among these childrea. Those who are
orphans now, are as needy and as deserving as
those who received the benefits of the system

ten Years or more ago,
'I't{: question i:‘ohy no means free from

difficulty, and yet it is one which must be con-

provement in our school system required for |

sidered by the ature, and provided for as

| in its wisdom may seem meet.

If these schools are to be cuntinued, or if the
orphans of ocur deceased soldiers of the late
war are to be provided for in some other way,
it would seem well that their care au . ¢ ¥
ghould be transferred from the Department of
Public Instruction (already overburdened with
its own legitimate work) toa rate depart-
weunt, a8 uriginally intended. We have nowa
superintendent Boldiers' Orphans who is
the same as the Superintendent of Publio In-
struction, & male inspector and fewale in-
spector, with a certain amount of clerical force
beion:in§ to the departiment.

It is believed that a Superintendent, with the
present clerical force, could much more satis-
tactorily and more economically administer the
affairs of these schools, than s done at present
under the divnided bility which the
diversified _mzmlglemen& cntails, It 18 fairto
say that this conclusion is shared by the pres-
ent  Suoperintendent of Soldiers” Orplans’
Bebools, and, also, by the male inspector,

Would it be possible to care for the children
}»ema:’:inx in ttge lchonlhon du;g 15t of .ihmz,

tween the of 8§ and 15 years,

i?g'unnecﬂun ﬂth.%ﬁer. Stte nurmy:I m:::!::
Henefit would undoubtedly acerue to some of
| the normal schools by thus furnishing them
{ pupils for their model schools. Some may,
perliaps, have accomimndations which conld be
utilined for this purpose, Some have ex-
pressed a willingness to rate in endeavor-
ing toprovide for the care and education of
the children. The subject is not free from
| difienlty, and is merely suggested to your con.
| sideration ns & possible way out of the com-
lications which surround us. This whola snb-
ect is commended to your careful considera-
tion and discreet decision,

It is, perhaps, proper to say that most of the
schools have been visited by the Executive in
person, and all bave been carefnlly and thor-
ounghly inspected by the present tors,
The schools have maintained o good stunding
{ throughoutthe two years last past, for efficien-

cy and general pood manugement. Few com-
plaints have been made, and such 2s have been
received always investigated, and the abuses,

if any were found to exist, remedied at once,

AGRICULTURAL INTERESTS.

It is not necessary to commend to your con-
sideration the general interests of agriculture,
which are recognized as being at the founda-
tion of our prosperity and essential to our wel-
fare,

The State Board of Agriculture hias done efli-
clent work in varlons directions and nune bet-
ter, perbaps, than what has been earried on
under its auspices, in the holding of institutes
{or the discussion of practical questions relat-

ing to al in different of the
Oommmw. 1 18 believed tbﬁa pro-
priations made for this pu bave

wisely e: and atten with practical

ani compensating results.

The Legisiature, at its last session, made
gome provision for the enconragement of ex-
permental workin connection with the kx-
periment station at the P I¥ania Btate
Uolle Subsequently, what 1s m as the
Hateh bill was p which provides anap:
proprintion of 315,000 per annum, by the Gov-
ernment of the Ilnited States, to each Brats
which has already established, or shall here-
after establish, agricultural experiment sta-
in with colleges estab-
hgm m&‘ﬂu

18 as
Philadelphia and its vicinity, and
United States authorities were anxious to co-
operate in mmu:f its and destroy-

ing every it in thar neighbor-
ool Inm% were mm under the

I

g;“m‘:“ of =ha State :?u
employment

prevention mp ed

ly stamped out of New York, Baltimore
other quarters, so long as Pennsylvania refused
to co-nperate in securing thorongh guarantine
:‘hnhtiom, and = very careful inspection of
tho neat cattle within the su infectad
district. The Executive was, therefore, finally
induced to yield to thoss complaints, so far as
tﬂgmclllu a gquarantine within _a radios of
eight miles from the wew City Hall in Phila-
delphia. An agreement was made with the United
States authorities, by which all the ex
of the inspection of neat cattle within
uarantine district, and all -for . in«
ected cattle which bt be slain, shouid be
paid by the United States. A careful and
thorough { tion was cartied on for months
without a discovery of any well-developed and
clearly-defined cases. A number of cattls were
killed nmhrl hthe : xismmhu A of ]mle:ug
symptoms, which might have deve n
cases of l.I;.I: dreaded discase. The work bas
been carefully done, and is a gratifylng tribute
to the thoroughness with which our own work,
under State iaws, has been heretofore con-
ducted. A proclamation has lately been issued
abolishing the quarantine, and it may be most
confldently stated that no conta ious disease
exists in epidemic form within the recont
quarantine l?miu. orin any part of Pennsyl-
vauia 2o far as is known.

SORGHUM CULTURE.

Pennsylvania consumes from 250,
500,000, unds of sugar mnuslli'. At a low
estimate the sugar consumed within our bor-
ders costs our people $15,000,000 each year.

Can we raise this costly produot, st a profit,
within our borders? Recent successful @xperi-
ments condueted at Fort Scott, in the Btate of
Kansas, wonld seém to indicate that it can be
done by the ealtivation and treatment of what
is known as the sorghum plant. This is &
cergal plant, the seed of which, in its chemical
constituents, very closely resembles our Indian
corn. After the seod is harvested, the cane is
treated for sugar and the residuum can be
utilized in the manafacture of paper, and fs
sald to make a paper pulp second only to linen
rags. Our sister States of New
Jersey  have stimulated the cultiva-
tion of sorghum and the extractiomof nnﬁ
from its cane by offering bounties. It s
lieved that it would be wise economy on the
}nﬂ of Pennsylvania, either to offer a bounty

or mucuun o ?3“} 4t & certmn rate
per or to provide for experiments to
test the prnenaf questions invelved in the
growipg of the cane on our soil, in our climate,
and the manufacture of sngar therefrom.

Our State Board of Agricuiture has provided
for & day's disonssion of this question at its ap-
proaching meeting, the present month, in Har-
risburg, It is hoped that the subject may Le
t more directly and fylly to your atten-
those who have given' careful study to
’ have sxpended much time in the solu.
tion of practical questions connected there-
with, It is confidently asserted that the ex-
periments conducted at Fort Scott show that
sugar can now be manufactured there from the
cane at a profit, witbout State bounty.

‘The sooner this qnestion is discussed and set-
tled for Pennsylvania, the sooner are we likely
to meet the wants of our people, and profitabiy
diversify our agriculture.

ROAD LAWS DEFECTIVE.

Itissaid that the clvilization of acountry
is marked by its roads. If this be true Penn-
sylvania cannot claim to have ranked highest
in civilization. Itissafe to say that no ex-
penditure of public moneys yields so little in
return as the road taxes of Peonsylvania. Our
entire system of road laws—or rather our road
laws which lack system—should be thoroughly

revised and codified. They served their par-
posa when temporary road to be laid out
and c:e:{?g maile thruu{h':?hrzk:u ntor:ctt‘s
ud over luods which had but little value. The
me has come when it will be economy, in every
Wy, zo“butld our roads permanently and sub-
stantially,

The m{n fort of our people, economy in the
transportation of our products, saving in the
wear and tear of vehicles and animals, and the
needless multipheation of highways, all de-
mand that the laws governing the laying out
and construetion of our roads, ghould be radi-
cally reformed and systemutized.

This may be considered a matter of minor
importance, and yet it affects every inhabitant
of the Commonwealth, We must all use at
some time or other, in some way or other, our
public Their character and condition
affect the breeding of our stock, the style of
our vehicles, the carrying capacity of the far-
mer's wagan, and the speed and enjoyment of
all who travel them for business or pleasure,
either in the carriage, in the saddle, on the bi-
eycle or on foot.

A thoroungh system shouid be, devised and
aunthorized by the Legisiature whieh could be
put into immediate effect by our older com-
munities, and adopted by those which are
power as their ability and the wants of their
poople mag_m require,

Demand is also made, officially, by the Asso-
ciation of Poor Directors of the Btate, and, pri-
vately, by many localities and individuals, for
a revision of our poor laws. We bave no gen-
eral system [or the care of and provision for our
g:or. The laws upon this subject should, also,

thoroughly revised and codified.

The smme may be saud regarding our fence
laws, Special acts are in force In many parts
of the Commonwealth, heing conflned, in some
cases, to towunships. There should be sowe
general system governing this subject which
would be applicable te the entire Common.
wealth. Unfortunately, what 15 known as the
local option system cannot be carried into
effect because of the constitutivnal difflenlties
which attend it. It may be dsoonihl.e. however,
to obviate this difficulty by dividing our Iands
into two classes, so that in the cleared and
thickly-populated districts, the burdens of
maintaining fences might be removed from
ot i S o Y bbb L

an e lor .}

SUht be maintained. -

reduction in, or the entire abolition of, the
cost of fencing, has been heretofore regarded
28 the great desideratum in the of our
fence laws. A new element, entirely, enters
into the subject whon we come to rd it from
the standpointof the rvation of the forests
of the Commonwealth, Much of our yonng
timber is wantonly destroyed in providing
eheap fencing for cheap lands, This is a
ject which will also demaund your wise and con-
siderate attention. Would it not, perhaps,
meet the requirements of the case, if a com-
mission were-authorized to consider the whole
range of subjects invelved in our road,
aud fence laws, with the view of having them
carefully studied, thoroughly systematized and
codified, in aecordance with the requiroments
of our present advanced civilization? A com-
mission of gentlemen famuliar with these sub.
jeets, and thoroughly competent to deal with
them, could undoubtedly be secured, who
would serve the Commonweaith without pay.
and would give the benefit of their knowledge
and experience. upon the mera payment of the
expenses attending the duties of their appoint-
ment. 1f, however, vou sre prepared to finally
pass upon these subjects at your present ses.
sion, the better will it be for all the interests
involved,

THE FORESTRY COMMISSION,

In accordance with the concurrent resolution
of the Legisiature, approved the 28th day of
April, 1857, a commission of five persons was
appointed by the Governor “to examine and
considerthe subject of forestry in Pennsylva-
nia, und report the result of their labors, by Lill
or otherwise, to the next regular session of the

Legislature.” This commussion, consisting of
Hon, Washington Townsend, Prof. William A.
Buockhout, Colonel George B. Weistling, Rev.
Samuel F..Colt, D, D., and Mr. George 0,

Practorius, have given earnest, zealous and
faithful attention to the, duties of their ap-
pointment. They served, uader the provisio ns
of the resolution, without compensation, They
have rendered valuable service to the Common-
wealth, and the result of thair labors is here-
with transmitted to you, The practieal sug-
gestions contained in their ra%ort are of value,
and the legisiation proposed them should
recelve your considerate attentlon,

The subject of forestry is one of vital impor-
tance. The uctiveness of our soil as
affected by the rainfall, the health of the com-
munity, safety from disastrous floods now al-
wost annually oocurring, the future wood sup-
ply of the country, and the msthetic considera-
tions which center in and gather about it—all
scem to demand that the subject should receive
?umfnl consideration at the bands of onr Legis-
ature, .

It might be well to continne and en the

present forestry commission, with 11“15"&1 Ap-
Eht:pt:uﬂm for

000.000 to

=

its actual ex tures,so that
tion of the ect could ba con-

tinued, the result nf the work of tha com-
Totios, which couid be AIsribUted throurh tas
0§, W 0
State Board of Agriculture, or oihmr‘hhe as

t be dremed
of n.:lﬁmm_ Forestry Con-
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which most fully protects and provides for the
welfare of its individual citizen.
1315 the part of wisdom to secure for every
family & home of its own, and to insure the in-
terest of the members of the family in the
practice of individual economy and care in the
expenditure of pubhic funds, To this end,
every encourag t p ble should be ex-
tended by law to-every member of the family
to render all the assistance possible In securing
& homestead. It requires neither argument
nor illustration to prove that the man who
owns his own home es, thereby, a better
citizen, He mm be :gmlihud mm
prﬁpcr w0 re such a home, s wife
an m':n’.imrmmm be encouraged to as-
sist. What encoun ment. er our present
system, s there when, after the family have
striven togeiber to secure a home of th rm
the imgrmidenm or thriftlessness of the
of the 1y may lead to its losa?
Withount in anyway interfering with our pres-
ent c:umpr.htm ‘I'adws ;auld it not I;e A grent en-
couragement a to many of our ordinary
wage-enrners and r.be?t fnmi:;fgf. if a real home-
stead exemplion law were which
would exempt from levy and sale, the actual
homestead mu'Flll&d by the family—say, to the
value of §6007 is would make the property
exempt by iaw less than 31,000, which is the
amount exempted in many of our States. The
a?n-ge of such a law is cordislly commended
your serious consideration, with o clause
forbidding a walver of the benefits of the law,
under any circumstances, by the head of a
family. Agood home is not an ideal thing. It
can be had by every family of ordinary health,
exercising ordinargr;rudmco and economy, if
gement is led to its members to
work together for the accomplithment of such
an olzm An exemption law, such as is pro-
posed. and the practical operations of our
present building association laws, will, it is be-
Heved, afford both the opportunity and the en-
couragement regaired.

MINING LAWS—COMMERCE.

Practical suggestions, relating to the amend-
ment of our present mining laws, will be laid
before you by those specially interested in the
sabject, in the shape of amendments to, or &
revision of, the present laws,

As hereinbefors intimated, the men who are
spending their lives, in large part, under
fmnnd, developing our mineral resources, and

neurring unus dangers’ thereby, shonld be
protect to the fullest axtent by w.se and
wholesome provistons relating to the ears and
inspection of our mines. Our mine inspeciors
are men of practical Intellizence, and are be-
lieverd to be wholly devoted to the discharge of
the duties demlv&g n them. Their recom-
mendations are entl to careful considera-
tion, and, in so far as they relate to practical
methods for increased ciency in the ins
tion of our mines, and the presarvation of the
lives, health and safety of our miners, are cor-
dially commended to you for your judicious
action. Their reportsare not ready for sub-
mission, but will doubtless be laid before you
during your flrelenl sessioh.

How shall we encourage our commerce?
How shall we secure the shipment of the prod-
ucts of our own mines, mills and manufactories,
from our own to other ports al the
coast of onr own country and of other countries
who are our neighbors, and whose & nat-
urally belongs to us? How shall we encourage
invesiments in steamship lines, which shall ex-

tend and develop trade with the neéﬁhberlnq
Americas, car & our products to them an
ringing theirs to us in'return, without sending

b
them in forei bottoms, throogh forei
poris, to be paiﬂor in foreign exchange, drs::
upou foreign banks by f bankers? What-
ever tends to this end helps to remove a stizma
which rests npon our country, rovides employ-
ment for many of our people, stimulates ship
building on the shores of the Delawure, em-
ploys capital, not only In the ear ying trade,
but in mercantile pursuits, and aidsin building
up our great seaport for the benafic of all,

& are naturally prone to look to the Gen-
eral Government forassistance in this direction,
and, in the expection that it will be d

p

at M j= success-
fully doing its work. It ;I'me by its
the -l'll should be pro-

uld receive instructive

room for

:?'glttlrm and wants, as as
elr managemant.
Itis that with the completfon of the |

on Reformatory, its opening for the

e e
estarn o v

¥ for the careand custody

of our classes for many years (o come.

CARE OF THE IDIOTIC AND INSANE.

Pennsylvania has made Iarge and liberal pro-
vision for the care of her insane. Bome of the
best institutions in the country, adapted to this
purpose, are found within her borders. Four
exclusively State institutions, and one which
has been built and maintained largely by State
ald, afford accommodatiens for probably 4,000
of this anfortunate class of our fellow citizens.
All of these institutions, it is claimed, are filled
with inmnates who are properly maintamed at
public expense in a hospital for the insane.

The pollev of recent legislation, as enforced
by the authorities g it into effect, has
been to compel the County Commissioners of
the several counties, which provided accommo-
dations for their own i[nsane, to send them
from the county homes to State hospitals, Tie
effect of this policy bas been to cmpty our
connty homes—in many cases well provided for
caring for a certain class of the demented and
idiotic—of their inmates, and forcing them
into our hospitals for the insane, where the ex-

nse of thelr care and maintenancs is largely

1 without any compensating asdvan-
tage. It's believed t fully 25 per cent of
the inmates of] our present hospiial- for the in-
sane, who receive no medical treatment what-
ever, and but little of supervision, ¢onld ba
cared for with as much, or more, of comfort to
themselves—and certainly to the comlort of
other inmates—at mﬂnm than mh?if nfl
the present expense, if thay wers transferrs
to well regulated and reasonable u:p{,ml
county homes, Many of our county lustitu-
tions have snch provision, and their authorities
have been much annoyed by the apparent legal
necessity of trans{ them 1o our hospitals

O T als snhject In rece} it should, serious
v ;

m’ﬁ&:ﬁ‘w our Bai'n:?ﬂ:!’t Charitirs and the

trusrees of some of our hespitais. The sddi-

tional expense thus incurred s not the only

S OF OO Bonpiials Witk shal uben Cron
our i with such cases

lh!l‘-;Z ‘:n um axtent, that it is diffienlt to

immediate attention, Tuls policy also s,
or tends to prevent, the reception of private
tienta in nesad of medical attendants and
g:spiul care and treatment, whose friends
would be glad mryl reasonable for
their maintenance, but who are unable to pa
the rates charged at private institutions, an
ars unwilling to Lave tueir friends paaperized.
Tbismbjaotu is one of very great im-

portance. some curative ¥ is not a
glllod.thsn will be immediate necessity l-‘:;'

e erectivn of additional accommodations for
our insane, involving the expenditure of a
large amount of money, If cases, of the class

erred to, were re:urned to the seversl coun-
tiesto which they belong, which aiready have
provigion for their maintenance, and the Board
of Charities (if noti;'lli':dy advised to do so)
Were em to upon proper provision
for them in such counties as bave not already
made it, it 18 believed that no necessity for the
erection of new hospitals would arise for sev-

aral to come.
Th Id btedly be true, if the

sometime, sit down and wait. 1t is believed
that something can be done now in this direc-
tion through your aid.

The first requisite of a foreign and const-wise
comnmerce i8 & harbor. Philadeiphia must have
ber harbor greatly imlgrored amnd enlarged if
sbe isto command the commerce which is
rightfully and paturally hers, The channel
must be widened. deepened and extended. In
order to do this, formidable obstructions which

lie In the path of progress, must be removed.
Bmith's and Wlnd?nil.l islands, which constitute

a formidable obstacle to navigation and lie di-
rectly in the harbor, must be purchased from
their owners and entirely removed, and some
140 acres of Petty’s island cut nway. It is
posed to give to the harbor of Philadelp a
chaopnel from the upper part of the city to
Delaware bay, 000 feet wide and 26 fees deep at
mean low water. The entire cost of this worl,
when comupleted, will exceed 25,000,000,

PENAL AND BREFORMATORY SCHOOLS.

The subject of penology is a branch of sogial
science which is receiving marked attention at
the present time. How to deal with convieted
criminals, 80 as to reform those capable of
reformation as soon as possible and return

them to societyas producers,is a problem which
has long demanded wise solution. It is believed
that Pennsylvania is in a situatoin to render
valnable practical assistance in solving this
question.

The Legislature at its last meeting a
bill in relation to the imprisonment, govern-
ment and release of conviets in the Pennsyl-
vania Industrial Beformatory at Huntingdon,
which was approved the Z8th day of Apnl, 1887,
In conformity with the provisions of that law,
and upon the presentation of a certificate by
the Commisgioners charged with the duty of
erecting the buaildires of the said reformatory,
that the grounds v er: fitted and the buildings
mada ready for furiucare and industrial equ
ment, they were, on the 15th day of llsm
formally delivered tothe Executive, who, in
turn, transferred them to the care and custody
of five managers, provision for whose appoint-
ment was made ipthe act referred to. The
:ﬁ:mm appointed for the government and

trol of the eaid reformatory are Hon, H. G.
Fisher, Colonel W. W. Jennings, Hon, Samuel
MecCamant, Hon, Alexander Port and Henry B,
Tyler, Esq. T“i immediately assumed the

hi of the duties im upon them by
the sald act; have furnished the buildings
selected a superintendent, and provided
In a general way for the reception of inmates.
Inum:ch.hhl::;m. as l:a ngpmgi‘lm was
made by the Legislature for expenses
connected with the care and maintenance of
inmates, they have been unableas yet to cer-
wly their readiness to receive them,
n order to put the institation intn
o at once, it is recommendod that the
managers be anthorized, by a concurrent reso-
lution of the Legislature, to use funds appro-
riated for furniture and other pur now
n the freasury, for mnimenmce, until an I.I)-
priation for the Iatter surpn-e ean be regular
secured, If this were done the Governor woni
be able to make proclamation, as required by
the cighteenth section of the act aforemen
uoumf and the courts of the Commoniwealth
exercising eriminal jurisdiction, could, there-
upm:i;lenmnm those who are, under the law,
enti to adimission therein, to the said re-
formatory. This is important, not only because
it is desitable t send all new eases, entitled to
the beneflt of the.act referred to, immedimll{
to the reformatory. but because there shoul
be a transfer from the Eastern Penitentinry,
which is crowded with inmates, of such as are
entitled to the benefits of the new institution.

THE WESTERN PENITENTIARY.

Work upon the Western Penitentiary has
steadily progressed and now approaches com-
pletion. In its construction and ma ent
this institution compares favorably with any of

its class elsewhere.  Diffienlty has been experi-
enced in providing work for the immates, If
prisoners are to be reformed and returned to

society better than when their imprisonment

commenced, they must ba furnished with some
employment. This is as important from the
standpoint of the reformation of the criminal
as from thatof his ability to provide for his
own maintenance while in i marv be
that some | n upon this subject will be
necessary. - II o, it is to be borne in mind thac
the reformation of the criminal is the first con-
sideration, and that no “Tuusuon of profit aris-
mg from his labor should be allowed to influ-
ence us in the disposition of the subject.

The Eastern Peniten continues what is
known as the solitary confinement plan, so far
as its crowded condition will rrmu. It may
well be doubted whether this systew, which
hias long prevailed in. Peansylvanis aod else-
where, is the best for the reformation of erimi-
nals. Lat can be more unhealthy, morally,
than the thoughtsof a morally unhealthy,
turned in upon himself. It Is not intended, as
‘this time, to recommend any radical change in
the management of the institution, and yet it
is not by any means certain that t improve-
ments, so far asthe system u which jts
inmates are treated is concerned, canmot be

d pres-
ont plans for enhrglngﬂmd rebuilding the hos-
pital for the insane at Harrisburg were carried
out. These seem to be judicious, and
the necessity for their bei immediately car-
e w‘ﬁl' - Iha‘ 'mn!n‘_ h;::i?:.l’ building
apparent. & presen
—never well planned or properly constructed—
is very old and ill--usted to present needs and
modern requirements. The chapel is entirely
inadequate to the wants of the institution,
No separate room for amusements is provided
for the inmates, The kitchens amd storerooms
are neithér well planned nor properly located
and the ral sppointments of the hospi
are not, in any way, equal to our other
institutions. Whatever a fous may be
properly made for the increase of accommoda-
tions for the care and custody of the insane,

should undoubiedly be made for this instito.
tion. Whether or not you will be able to meet
the wishes of the trustees in regard to future
improvements, will depend wvery I.ar;ay u?on
the legisintion of the present session affecting
the revenue. Unlessthe effect of such legis-
Iation shall be in the direction of largely in-
creased revenues, it Is safe to say that any ap-
mﬁrﬂhﬂm for this object would be inappro-

SOLDIERS AND SAILORS' HOME.

The last Legislature made gencrouns pro-
vision for the increase of accommodations for
the care and comfort of the aged and infirm
veterans of the late war, at the home in Erie.
It is believed that, when the improvements
now in progress are compl 2 demands
which are likely to be made opon this
tion for several vears to come, will be eanily
met,  You will asked to make arpro;mao
tion for the care of several hundred of our old
veterans, The expenditure of money for this
pu is more sesming than real, inasmuc!
as, rﬂﬂm! the pmt;lsim o{ i‘:lale n& :f
(¥ r for each inmate
é:ﬁel':mu Sm:ma, will be returned by
the United States Government to our State
Treasury. The amount thus ap by
the General Government will not fally nain.
tain an inmate of our home, but it supply
more than the one-half of the costs there-
of, and will thus xl uﬂzoreduu onr ex-
penditures in that direction to that extent.

The home is in excellent mm;m under

masagemen proving
practice all that it was designed to be by its
mmum aml tomduerrts. h%%?mw“?‘:
done a good wo hhll‘ an
will do well to maintain it.

No provision has ever been made by the Com-
monwealth for izing the sarvices of the
individual citizen who volunteered to serve the
country i her belalf during the War of

‘Some States have recognized such services

a medal; others by an engraved certificate. T!;bz
bj has Leen t to the atiention of

the Executive, with the request that his views
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EVERY POUND WARRANTED PURE

-

Chartiers Creamery Co,

‘Warehouse and General Offices
708 SMITHFIELD STREET,

Telepbone 1428 Bissell Block.

PITTSBURG, PA.

Factories throughout Western
Pennsylvania.
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